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New Chairman’s Note

I was very honoured to be asked to become your new Chairman at the AGM on 20 May. I have been a member of the CPCSG since its inception in July 2005, and have been running the Marlow and District local support group since then. I had a radical prostatectomy in February 2005. My PSA is creeping up slowly, so I will need further treatment. 

I would like to pay tribute to Andrew Scott-Priestley for all he has done to take our group forward in the last 3 years. Most importantly, we have helped a number of men and their families to face living with prostate cancer, which is our primary aim. Perhaps Andrew’s greatest legacy will prove to be us joining the newly-formed Prostate Cancer Support Federation in 2008. It offers huge potential for groups to work together to share information, and encourages a much more coordinated approach between the clinicians, the research organisations, the charities and patient-led groups to help decide priorities and lobby government about prostate cancer. We wish Andrew good luck with his ongoing treatment, and we are delighted that he will be staying on in a ‘non-executive director’ role on the committee.

I would also like to thank Terry Brown for all the work he has done as our Vice-Chairman. He would have been a worthy successor to Andrew, but his increasing work commitments mean that that he will step down once we can find a successor as Vice-Chairman. He has made a major contribution to the group, in particular by producing our first CPCSG leaflets, the Information Packs given to new patients, and for organising the first Awareness Week, which set the standard that we have followed in the past 4 years each March in High Wycombe Shopping Centre.

We want to build on the good work done so far. In particular we need to increase our new patient referral rates, and we would like to involve more of our 150 members in the work we are doing. Please come to a meeting for all members on 24 June to help us decide how to take the group forward. More details are below. Please bring your wife or partner, as they are very important to us. 
Mike Basnett

Dates for Your Diary

6 June – Haddenham Village Fete – CPCSG Stand

13 June – Marlow Town Regatta – CPCSG Stand 

24 June – CPCSG Members’ Meeting, at 1930 in Wycombe Hospital Lecture Theatre

4 July – Cuddington Village Fete – CPCSG Stand

4/5 July – Marlow Rebellion Brewery Weekend for SCANNAPPEAL, 1100-1700.

3 August – Golf Day at Magnolia Park for SCANNAPPEAL

TBD August/September – CPCSG Members’ Meeting, at 1930 in Wycombe Hospital Lecture Theatre
Members’ Meetings 

We only have a couple of active local groups, so for now we propose to have bi-monthly Members’ Meetings for all our members in Wycombe Hospital. We hope you and your wife/partner will join us at the first one, at 19.30 on Wednesday 24 June in the Lecture Theatre. The aims of the meeting will be to get to know one another better and to share views on how we can take our group forward. 

Websites

There are numerous websites that give information about prostate cancer. Many of you will no doubt have looked at several of them. Have a look at these:

www.chilternsprostatecancersupportgroup.co.uk
www.prostatecancerfederation.org.uk
Please also have a look at our local Scannappeal website. This year Scannappeal is raising funds for the Urology Unit, and they would be very grateful for any help we can give them:

www.scannappeal.org.uk
Forthcoming Projects

As well as helping new patients and each other, and helping to raise awareness of prostate cancer in our area, we hope to work on a number of projects this year. These include the following:

· Agree a Constitution that will give us charitable status

· Encourage all local surgeries to display CPCSG leaflets

· Encourage local surgeries and other health professionals to register with the Prostate Cancer Support Federation for free information updates.

We will discuss these topics at our bi-monthly meetings. Any help with the projects would be very much appreciated.
Laughter is the Best Medicine!

*I told my doctor, ‘It hurts when I do this’. He said, ‘Don’t do it then.’

*I tried to give blood the other day, but the blood bank wouldn’t take it. They wanted to know where I got it from.

*A man goes to a doctor with a strawberry growing out of his head. The doctor says, ‘I’ll give you some cream to put on that.’
Your Committee

Chairman – Mike Basnett; 
Vice-Chairman – Terry Brown; Treasurer – Alan Rowe; 
PR – Bryan Roebuck; 
Secretary – Pam Ging; 
Nurse Specialists – Hilary Baker, Krystyna Caine, Pam Ging, Joe Kearney; 
Local Area Reps – Roger Down, Jeff Gunn, Keith Gordon, Bill Payne, Michael Pegge, Andrew Scott-Priestley, Tony Lee, Colin Bracewell. 
NB. Would committee members please note that the next committee meeting will be held at 1830 on 24 June, before the Members’ Meeting.
Members’ Details

We are reviewing our membership details. Would you please let the Secretary know your full name, address, telephone number and email address if you have one. We would also like to know your wife or partner’s name, and whether or not she would like to be a member of the group. [Secretary’s contact details below]

If you would like more information, or you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact the CPCSG Secretary, Pam Ging, Prostate Nurse Specialist, Urology Dept, Wycombe Hospital, High Wycombe, HP11 2TT, Tel: 01494 426020,  or by email: Pamela.ging@buckshosp.nhs.uk
