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Chairman’s Note
We have had a busy couple of months since the last Newsletter. I am pleased to report that HM Revenue & Customs has approved our new Constitution thanks to the good work done by Andrew Scott-Priestley. We now have charitable status, which enables us to use the gift aid scheme. The Constitution is being posted on our website. 
For the 5th year in succession we took part in the national Prostate Cancer Awareness Month in March. We estimate that we spoke to more than 1,000 people at our stands in Aylesbury and High Wycombe shopping centres in the week 15-20 March. My sincere thanks to everybody who gave some of their time to help on the stands; those who took part said how worthwhile and enjoyable it was. 
Some 40 people attended the Members’ Meeting and AGM on 14 April. We had an excellent and thought-provoking presentation on prostate cancer screening from Mr Amar Bdesha, Consultant Urologist at Wycombe Hospital, who kindly stood in for Mr John Kelleher at the last minute. 

I attended the Prostate Cancer Support Federation Annual Conference & AGM held in the Penny Brohn Cancer Centre in Bristol on Saturday 24 April. We enjoyed some excellent presentations on the theme of ‘Living Well with Cancer’. I had one of those life-changing moments during a presentation by Professor Ken Muir, an eminent Epidemiologist, who is proposing a Pilot Trial of a risk-based screening approach for prostate cancer. He needs £2m from non-government sources to fund the 4-year trial, the outcome of which could change clinical practices not only for prostate cancer but for the screening of a number of other cancers. The system would use a simple blood test by GPs to identify people’s genetic codes, which would be used with the PSA Test 
To give a more accurate assessment of a patient’s risk, and thereby reduce the current number of invasive techniques such as biopsies. Up until then I had not been very keen on fund-raising, but this is a cause that I would work hard to support! With that in mind, I intend to take part in The Great Drag Race in London on 19 June.
Finally, while I appreciate that most of you remain interested in prostate cancer and the CPCSG, I recognise that many of you do not wish to attend meetings or play an active role in our work. Your committee willingly undertakes almost all of the work of our group, but we are always on the lookout for more volunteers to help us. We would also like to know how many of you wish to continue being a part of the group, as printing and postage costs, and all the work that it involves, has become costly and time-consuming for the 250 members that we currently have on our books. Would you please therefore take a few minutes to take part in the survey at the end of this Newsletter to let us know if you wish to continue being a member? Many thanks.     
Mike Basnett
Dates for Your Diary

Tue 8 Jun. Members’ Meeting.
Sat 12 Jun. Marlow Regatta (Volunteers needed. Please contact Mike Basnett)

Sat 19 Jun. Great Drag Race in London to promote national awareness of prostate cancer (please see attached note from the Chairman).
Wed 11 Aug. Members’ Meeting.

Thu 14 Oct. Members’ Meeting.

Tue 7 Dec. Members’ Meeting/Xmas Social.

[NB. If you would like to have a stand at one of your local events, or if you would like somebody from our group to give a talk about the work of the CPCSG, please contact the Secretary, Pam Ging, or the Chairman.]
Recent CPCSG Events 
15-20 Mar. CPCSG Awareness Week in Aylesbury & High Wycombe. 

14 Apr. Members’ Meeting and AGM. The Chairman’s Report to the AGM will be posted on our website. The following members of the committee were re-elected:
Chairman – Mike Basnett

Vice-Chairman – Terry Brown

Treasurer – Alan Rowe

Secretary – Pam Ging

Additional Trustees are Andrew Scott-Priestley and Michael Pegge.

CPCSG Leaflets
We have already used up almost all of the first 5,000 copies of our leaflet. We have made some minor alterations to the original to reflect some changes to our organisation, in particular the reduction in the size of the area we cover. Bryan Roebuck has kindly arranged to have a further 5,000 printed and has delivered them to Pam Ging, our Secretary. If you need any copies, please contact her to arrange collection.

 _______________________
Prostate Cancer Support Federation.
The Conference and AGM at the Penny Brohn Cancer Centre on 24 April was well organised. The Centre itself offers day and residential courses to help people to come to terms with living with cancer. Have a look at their website, www.pennybrohncancercare.org. The programme started with talks on the Centre, eating well with prostate cancer (see the website details on the Bristol Approach to Healthy Eating), and the use of complementary therapies in prostate cancer, given by Julie Flynn from the National Institute for Health Research. After a VERY healthy lunch and AGM, there were talks about outcomes from The Great PSA Debate organised by the Federation in Leamington Spa last November and attended by a number of CPCSG members. They included details of the Pilot Trial of Risk-based Screening 
mentioned in the Chairman’s Note, and how to fund the trial. Further details of the meeting and AGM will appear in due course on the PCSF website, www.prostatecancerfederation.org.uk., and in the next edition of their Prostate Matters newsletter, copies of which are available at our Members’ Meetings.
Please note that any of our support group members are eligible to attend PCSF meetings by arrangement with the Chairman; the next meeting will be later in the year, details to be confirmed.

IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ! 

Members’ Details

We need to find out which members who are currently registered with us and who receive our 2-monthly Newsletters wish to continue as members of the group, as the costs and time spent on printing and sending out information has increased dramatically this year. Would you please therefore contact the CPCSG Secretary, Pam Ging, Prostate Nurse Specialist, Urology Dept, Wycombe Hospital, High Wycombe, HP11 2TT, Tel: 01494 426020, by phone, letter or by email: Pamela.ging@buckshosp.nhs.uk, to confirm your contact details, including   your full name, address, telephone number and email address if you have one (NB. sending Newsletters and other information by email cuts down on time and the costs of printing and postage, currently to 190 of our 250 members!)? Pam would also if possible like to know your wife’s or partner’s name, and whether or not they would like to be a member of the group. Could you also let her know if you are prepared to talk to new patients about your experience of prostate cancer, and include an outline of your treatment details? Finally, could you please let her know whether or not you would be prepared to help out at awareness events?
Please note that if you do not contact Pam by Monday 31 May, she will assume that you no longer wish to be a member of the CPCSG.  ________________________________    
